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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND FORMAT
The focus of this course is an examination of contemporary issues in the sociology of health, illness and medicine. Social determinants of health and access to health care will be explored with attention to aspects of diversity such as gender, class, region and culture. Debates on the social construction of risk, the politics of geneticization versus public health, and the role of evidence-based medicine in shaping health policy and practice will be addressed.

This is a FDE course which is being offered through media streaming. On campus students are expected to attend in person and off campus students should be online for the duration of the class time. This is an interactive seminar class so it is important to do assigned readings prior to class. Off campus students should consult the CEDL assistance page (http://cedl.lakeheadu.ca/computer.php) for information on computer requirements for the course. They will need to download Quick Time and Java (links are provided by CEDL) so that they can view the live videostream and participate actively in the course discussion. Course materials, assignment guidelines, announcements, optional links and readings will be posted on WebCT so please check the site regularly. If you have additional materials that you think will be of interest to the group I will be happy to add those as well.
Readings

There will be a combination of e-journal articles and book chapter readings (on reserve in the Patterson Library) for on campus students to make their own photocopies from. Off campus students can access the ejournals from the Lakehead University library website and will need to purchase a small course pack of the additional book chapters readings from the LU Bookstore. 
Please ensure that you have done all of the weekly readings and discussion questions (when assigned)  prior to class to facilitate your active participation in the seminar.
Evaluation

Weekly participation                                                                                                                  20%

Critical book review* (7-8 pages, due October 29th)                                                                      35%

Research paper* (14 pages, due December 10th)                                                                          45%

*Detailed assignment guidelines have been posted to web CT and will be discussed in class.
Weekly Topic and Reading Schedule

(*The journals Culture, Current Anthropology, Health, Health, Risk & Society, Sociology of Health & Illness, Medical Anthropology Quarterly and Social Science & Medicine are e-journals available to download through the LU library website)

September 10 – Introduction, Overview and Class Organization
September 17 – Theoretical Orientations (lecture and seminar discussion)
Readings: Taylor, S. & Field, D. “Chapter 2. Approaches to Health and Illness.” 

In The Sociology of Health & Health Care. 4th Ed. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, pp. 25-44, 2003 (Reserve reading/Course pack); Freund, P. M. McGuire & L. Podhurst, eds. “Who Becomes Sick, Injured or Dies?” In Health,Illness and the Social Body. Acritical Sociology. 4th Ed. Upper Saddle River: Prentice-Hall, pp. 10-44, 2003 (Reserve reading/Course pack).
Also, please review and come prepared to discuss “The Social Determinants of Health: an Overview of the Implications for Policy and the Role of the Health Sector” from Health Canada website  http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/phdd/overview_implications/01_overview.html
September 24 – The Ideology of ‘Healthism’ and the Production of Medical Knowledge (seminar discussion)
Lupton, D. “Technologies of Health: Health Promotion and Public Health” in The Imperative of Health:Public Health and the Regulated Body. Sage, 1995 (Reserve reading/Course pack); Thomas-McLean, R. & Janet M. Stoppard (2004) “Physicians’ Constructions of Depression: Inside/Outside the Boundaries of Medicalization” Health 8(3):275-293 and Dew, K. “Modes of Practice and Models of Science in Medicine” Health  5(1):93-111, 2001.
Students will also be given a short series of questions about their own perspectives on health and what has influenced those to prepare for discussion (these will be posted on the Web CT).
October 1 – Risk Society and Inequalities in Health (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: ; Lupton, D. “Risk as Moral Danger: The Social and Political Functions of Risk Discourse in Public Health” International Journal of Health Services 23(3)L425-435 (Reserve reading/Course pack); Lee, E.J. “Infant Feeding in Risk Society.” Health, Risk & Society 9(3): 295-309, 2007.; and Low, J. (2004) “Managing Safety and Risk: the Experiences of People with Parkinson’s Disease who use Alternative and Complementary Therapies” Health 8(4):445-464.
October 15 – Technology and Embodiment – Whose Body? Whose Knowledge? (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Lock, M. “Death in Technological Time,” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 10(4):575-600, 1996; Waldby, C. “The Body and the Digital Archive: the Visible Human Project and the Computerization of Medicine” Health 1(2):227-243, 1997; and TBA.
October 22 – The New Genetics – Social Dimensions (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Lippman, A. “The Politics of Health: Geneticization Versus Public Health” in S. Sherwin et al. (ed.) The Politics of Women’s Health. Philadelphia: Temple University Press (Reserve reading/Course pack); Conrad, P. and J. Gabe “Introduction: Sociological Perspectives on the New Genetics: An Overview” Sociology of Health & Illness 21(5), 1999; and Frank, R. “What to Make of It? The (Re)Emergence of a Biological Conception of Race in Health Disparities Research.” In Social Science & Medicine 64: 1977-1983, 2007 OR one article of your choice from the Special Issue of Sociology of Health & Illness 25(1), 1999 on ‘The New Genetics.’ (come prepared to summarize and present to the group the article you’ve chosen)
October 29 – Evidence-Based Medicine and Governmentality in Contemporary Health Care: Origins and Tensions (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Pope, C. “Resisting Evidence: The Study of Evidence-Based Medicine as a Contemporary Social Movement” Health 7(3):267-282; Mykhalovskiy, E. “Evidence-Based Medicine: Ambivalent Reading and the Clinical Recontextualization of Science” Health 7(3):331-352 and Cronje, R. and A. Fullan “Evidence-Based Medicine: Toward a New Definition of ‘Rational’ Medicine” Health  7(3)353-369.
November 5 – Cultural Perspectives on Health, Illness and Healing (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Adelson, N. “Health Beliefs and the Politics of Cree Well-Being.” Health 2(1):5-22; and Browne, A. “Clinical Encounters Between Nurses and First Nations Women in a Western Canadian Hospital.” Social Science & Medicine 64: 2165- 2176, 2007.
**(Book review assignment due)

November 12 – Rural, Remote and Northern Health (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Nagarajan, K. V. “Rural and Remote Community Health Care in Canada: Beyond the Kirby Panel Report, the Romanow Report and the Federal Budget of 2003. Canadian Journal of Rural Medicine 9(4):245-251, 2004; Sutherns, R., P. Wakewich, B. Parker and C. Dallaire (2004) “Canadian Rural, Remote and Northern Women’s Health: A Literature Review and Thematic Bibliography, Project #3 of the National Rural and Remote Women’s Health Study ( http://www.pwhce.ca/pdf/rr/RRN_SecE_E.pd ;  and Adelson, N.  “The embodiment of inequity: Health disparities in Aboriginal Canada.” Canadian Journal of Public Health 96(2): 45-61, 2000.
November 19 – Ethical Issues & Informed Choices in Health Care (Seminar Discussion)
Readings: Scheper-Hughes, N. “The Global Traffic in Human Organs” Current Anthropology 41(2):191-224, 2000;  Waldby, Catherine “Stem Cells, Tissue Cultures and the Production of Biovalue” Health 6(3):305-323, 2002; and Jepson, R et al. “Patient Perspectives on Information and Choice in Cancer Screening.” Social Science & Medicine 65: 890-899, 2007. 
November 26 - The Politics of Public Health in the Global Village – Historical and Contemporary Examples

Readings: Dew, K. “Epidemics, Panic and Power: Representations of Measles and Measles Vaccines” Health 3(4): 379-398, 1999 and Bashford, A. “Quarantine and the Imagining of the Australian Nation” Health 2(4):387-402, 1998; and Tausig, M.S. Subedi and J. Subedi “The Bioethics of Medical Research in Very Poor Countries.” Health 11(2): 145-161, 2007.
November 29 – Open Topic
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